
An Introduction to Latin 
 

You would probably be surprised by how much Latin you already know. Hundreds of words are all used  
in everyday English, as are some abbreviations. 
 
Find out the meanings of these Latin words that are now used everyday in English and write  
them beside them.   An example has been given. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even some entire Latin phrases have become so naturalised in English that we use them in full without a second 
thought. 
 
Match the correct English meaning to the Latin phrase below. Draw a line to match them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXTRA:  Now try making up some English sentences that use the Latin words or phrases naturally. 
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1. MEMO 
 

2. ALIBI 
 

3. AGENDA 
 

4. CENSUS 
 

5. VETO 
 

6. ALIAS 
 

7. ALUMNI 
 

8. AFFIDAVIT 
 

9. VERSUS 
 

10. i.e. (id est) 
 

11. etc. (et cetera) 
 

12.  p.s. (post scriptum) 
 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 
6. 
 
7. 
 
8.  A statement of facts made under oath. 
 
9. 
 
10. 
 
11. 
 
12. 

1.	  BONA	  FIDE	  

2.	  ALTER	  EGO	  

3.	  VICE	  VERSA	  

4.	  PERSONA	  NON	  GRATA	  

5.	  CARPE	  DIEM	  

6.	  CUM	  LAUDE	  

7.	  QUID	  PRO	  QUO	  

SEIZE	  THE	  DAY	  

UNWELCOME	  PERSON	  

WITH	  PRAISE	  

SOMETHING	  FOR	  SOMETHING	  (This	  for	  That)	  

IN	  GOOD	  FAITH	  

POSITION	  TURNED	  (Other	  way	  round)	  

OTHER	  SELF	  
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BONA FIDE 

 

ALTER EGO 

 

VICE VERSA 

 

PERSONA NON GRATA 

 

CARPE DIEM 

 

QUID PRO QUO 

 

CUM LAUDE 

 

SEIZE THE DAY 
 

UNWELCOME PERSON 

 

WITH PRAISE 

 

THIS FOR THAT

 

IN GOOD FAITH

 

POSITION TURNED

 

OTHER SELF
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P.S. 
post scriptum 

 

MEMO 
 

ALIBI 

 

AGENDA 

 

CENSUS 
 

VETO 

 

ALIAS 

 

VERSUS 

etc. 
et cetera 

A decision by someone in 
authority to not allow 
something e.g. a law 

i.e. 
id est 

 

Defense Evidence/protection 

 

And other things / and so on 

 

After the writing 

A list of points discussed at a 
meeting 

 

That is/ In other words 

 

Against or in contrast to 

 

Counting the population 

 

A false identity 
 

Reminder document 


